
Intertwined 

My family is rather focused 

these days on the NBA finals. In 

many ways, it‟s the “survival of 

the fittest.”  Teams do battle for 

four rounds as they move to-

wards the championships.  Now 

is the time in the season where 

men are made. Amazing happens 

is the way it‟s advertised. To me, 

one of the most amazing fea-
tures is fortitude.  Players going 

all-out for 48 minutes in an epic 

battle.  And the definition of 

what you see on the floor, game 

after game, is fortitude. The word 

means “strength of mind that 

allows one to endure pain of 

adversity with courage.” 

In my estimation, fortitude is 

in short supply today.  Sadly, 

even in the ranks of Christianity. 

Indeed, especially in the ranks of 

Christianity.  Ask the average 

newcomer to Christianity why 

they decided to follow Jesus and 

you will likely hear something of 

the benefits he or she is hoping 

to cash-in on.  In some cases, it‟s 

literally an expectation brought 

about by a slick sales job to get a 

person to join up with Jesus. 

It comes in lots of sizes and 

colors, too.  “Jesus will make 

you…” – finish the sentence. 

Richer? Happier? Safer? 

Stronger? Smarter? Wiser? 
Really? Honestly, do you believe 

that? Maybe not enough to admit 

it, but if you‟re honest, do you 

tend to think that way?  At least 

some of the time? 

Here‟s the problem with this 

perspective:  It‟s man-made relig-

ion.  It has wide appeal.  It draws 

a crowd of “punch-card Chris-

tians,” but falls short of forming 

true disciples, followers of Jesus 

Christ.  When we fall for the 

phony package called Christian-

ity, we are setting ourselves up 

for a real fall. 

What‟s got me bugged are the 

large pieces of biblical truth 

we ignore or completely reject 

to hold a happily-ever-after view 

of life.  To sample a few sound-

bites of strong truth start at 

Genesis 22.  Swallow hard, then 

hike with abandon to a lonely 

place where you are asked to 

sacrifice (that is the tidy way of 

saying „kill‟) your only son.   
Brutal. 

Flash forward to the Gospels.  

Jesus, seeing a crowd of the 

curious swell in size (hey, He 

was the hottest ticket in town!), 

absolutely stuns them with 

shocking news.  He had just 

miraculously fed 5,000 hungry 

people with five loaves of bread 

and two fish from Lake Galilee.  

While folks were still digesting 

this drama, He shocks them with 

the news that He would suffer 

and die at the hands of the reli-

gious leaders of that day and be 

(Continued on page 2) 

Don’t Falter, You’ve Got to Finish by Steve McCracken, Senior Pastor  

Aprons for Honduras by Ginny Dahlgren, Women’s Ministry 

Last December for the Women 

of Grace Christmas Dessert, 

women bought or made aprons 

for Blanca Lytle to take to Hon-

duras.  Every spring our mission-

ary Debbie O'Connor coordi-

nates a women's conference in 

Honduras and one way she said 

we could help was by providing 

aprons.  Recently I received 
some responses from the 

women who received an apron 

and I wanted to share them with 

you.  I hope they bless you like 

they blessed me. 

 

Thank you for the apron, it is very 

beautiful, My name is Dania. 

 

For Sister, Wishing you a good day 

and at the same time I wish to 

thank you for your gift and precious 

talent God has give you in making 

this apron.  I invite you to come to 

our city Gracias, Honduras.  I will be 

here waiting when you come.   
God bless you always, Vilma 

 

Wishing you many blessings in your 

home.  Your gift I will use to make 

meals for my family.  Thank you,             

I will remember you always.  

Sister, Thank you for your 

gift.  I will use it with much pleasure 

and will think of you.  It is very 

beautiful.  God bless you.  

I love you very much, Sister Nina 
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Once you have tasted how good 

intimacy with the Father can be, you 

will never want to settle for anything 

less. 
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Summer 

Military 

Focus 
 

Please pray for 

all those who 

are currently 

deployed.   

 

In Iraq:  

Matt Mellinger, 
Brian Altemose, 

Rian Hall,       

Ryan Ramirez   

 

In Afghanistan:  

Dan Ellison   

 

In the Persian 

Gulf:                 

Stephen 

Laughlin, 

Branden 

McClintock  

Ministry Opportunity - Intertwined Editor Position 

raised to life three days later. 

Then this: “Still interested in 

coming after Me?  If so, then 

you must deny yourself and 

take up your cross daily and 

follow Me.  For whoever wants 

to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for Me 

will save it.” (Luke 9:10-24) 

If you and I reached into 

these words by Jesus we would 

agree they don‟t sound very 

appealing.  More like appalling!  

And we‟d likely agree we didn‟t 

do these things very well.  It‟s 

true.  Break it down… 

Deny self?  I prefer to              

indulge myself! 

Take up my cross daily?                  
I prefer weekly religion! 

Follow Me?  I prefer to take 

my own path! 

No wonder when trouble 

comes, true followers of Jesus 

are few.  Somehow many miss 

it when it comes to the core 

invitation of Jesus: Die to self – 

live for Me! 

Don‟t misunderstand my 

appeal.  I‟m a luxury-loving, 

comfort-crazed Christian.  I like 

the security of my salvation.  

And, it‟s true, we have been 

sealed by the Holy Spirit of 

promise at our salvation (see 

Ephesians 1:13-14).  So I‟m 

correct in calling salvation  

secure.  But somehow I lose 

sight of the fact that fortitude 

will be required to finish the 

race.  This thought was heavy 

on the heart of the Apostle 

Paul as he wrote his final two 

letters, both to a young Chris-

tian follower named Timothy. 

He admonished Timothy to 

“fight the good fight of faith”             

(I Timothy 6:12).  Then, in the 

last chapter of his last letter he 

says to Timothy, “I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished 

the race,  I have kept the 
faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).  Tenac-

ity,  I tell you.  Fortitude! 

Let me draw this together 

with a story of how I learned 

my first big lesson on fortitude.  

I was 19 and away from home 

for the first time.  My folks 

were in Salem while I traveled 

to Southern California to            

attend college.  The rigors of 

college were hard.  At times, 

harsh.  I actually had to study.   

I was working hard.  Giving it 

my all.  Giving without much 

sleep.  Suffering. 

Then in the second week              

I called home.  I was lonely.  

Tired.  Exhausted.  And just 

needed to hear the reassuring 

sound of my parents on the 

phone.  I could sense my 

mother was about to come get 

me and bring me back where all 

was safe-sound-soft.  But my 

dad interrupted this mother-

son moment and said, “Steve – 

this is your father.  My sugges-

tion to you is … suck it up, you 

big baby!!” 

Fortitude found a place in my 

character that day.  It‟s a good 

thing, too.  Because something 

more serious than finishing 
school is at stake.  It‟s called 

eternity.                                                         

So with the heart of a pastor 

and the conviction of the Scrip-

ture I say to you … Suck it up, 

you big baby! 

You‟ll thank me someday. 

Much love, 

 

 

 

 

               Pastor Steve 

(Continued from page 1) 

June 29 - July 3rd    9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Preschool 4õs through 5th Grade 

 

We are asking that all GPCC regular attendees and 

members please pre-register.  It helps us tremendously 

with the preparation process.  (Registration forms may also 
be accessed on our web site.) 

Grace Point is looking for a new 

Intertwined editor.  If you have 

a computer and are interested 

in reading, writing and graphic 

layout, please contact the 

church office.  This position 

requires 10 to 15 volunteer 

hours a month and initial train-

ing and publishing software will 

be provided.    

There are also volunteer inter-

viewer/reporter positions avail-

able.  These positions require 

that you interview church family 

members and write stories, 

focusing on items such as           

missions trips, graduations, and 

new members.  Again, contact 

the church office if you are 

interested. 

Vacation Bible School - SonRock Kids Camp 



Natasha, her husband ,Brian , 

and their two children are preparing 

to move to Honduras and serve 

God with the Micah Project,                  

a school for homeless boys.  For 

more information on their journey 

or to support the Wiggs, go to 

www.wiggsfamily. blogspot.com 

 

It‟s June.  It seems hard to 
believe that our target date to 

leave for Honduras is 5 months 

away.  In some ways it seems so 

long, but when we see all that 

still needs to happen it seems like 

5 months just isn‟t enough time.   

The last couple of months 

have been frenzied.  I know,               

I know, what a surprise!  On 

March 6th Brian returned to  

Honduras with 10 other people 

including Chris Coffman, Jona-

than and Carolyn Rogers and 

their 2 children (all 5 from River-

west Community Church), Mark 

Mavromatis, and Marshall Snider 

and his son to see what God had 

in store.  Brian Nelson joined the 

group a couple of days later.  

The 5 members of Riverwest had 

to return on Monday so they got 

a quick weekend indoctrination 

to Micah and its ministry.  They 

headed out to the streets, visited 

Villa Linda Miller and AFE (Love 

and Faith dump ministry), and 

went through the dump. On the 

second night there 3 Micah boys 

ran away and they got to be part 

of search parties going into the 

market looking for them.               

Wilmer, one of the runaways, 

came back the next day so the 

team also got to experience the 

joy of seeing one come home.  

They were so impressed and 

moved at what the Lord is doing 

they spent the plane ride home 

“plotting and scheming” how to 

get Riverwest fully on board.  
Brian Nelson and Mark Mavro-

matis stayed on and helped finish 

painting the school rooms at Villa 

Linda Miller and minister with 

Juan Carlos in the dump.   

A building was found 2 blocks 

from Micah that would be per-

fect for a technical school, and 

my husband, Brian, met with a 

realtor to find  a rental property 

for us to live in when we move.  

Toward the end of the trip Brian 

and Brian Nelson and several of 

the Micah boys traveled to          

Gracias and met up with fellow 

Grace Point missionary Victor 

Almendarez for Sunday church.  

He baptized many people in the 
river.  Three of the Micah boys, 

including Wilmer and Hector 

who had run away, came forward 

and asked to be baptized.  Praise 

God for how He works through 

what we see as tragedy to trans-

form hearts and draw people to 

Him!  

On May 1st we had the privi-

lege of flying back to St. Louis to 

be part of the graduation cele-

bration for Marvin Soto and   

Cristino Hernandez, two of the 

original Micah boys.  It was a 

very young Marvin Soto that 

burned his face and heart into 

Michael Miller back in 1993 and 

planted the seeds for the Micah 

Project.  To see the pictures of 

Marvin as a street child next to 

the distinguished young man 

holding his diploma from             

Missouri Baptist College, and 

knowing that the Lord will use us 

in other lives like theirs, was 

totally humbling.  We also met 

approximately 300 people, from 

two churches, that have been 

supporters of Micah since the 

beginning.  We spoke to these 

supporters about the next phase 

of the Micah Project, the Techni-

cal School.  All were excited and 

looking forward to how the Lord 

will grow this part of the minis-

try. 

On July 24 our family returns 

to Honduras for what I hope is 

the last “trip.”  We will continue 

to look for a place to live and 
will also be spending some solid 

time connecting with the boys in 

the Micah house.  It will have 

been 16 months since my last 

visit, so I am trying to keep my 

anticipation under control!  Oh 

how I can‟t wait to see “my 

boys” and hug them all! 

Having said all that, let‟s get 

down to the nitty gritty.  We 

listed our house on May 26th and 

are praying that the Lord will 

quickly bring the buyer He has 

planned for our home.  Once it 

sells we will be moving into an 

apartment in our current 

neighborhood so the boys can 

remain in the same schools for 
however long we are here. 

Praise God that our outgoing 

expenses have been fully raised.  

Monthly support raising contin-

ues, but commitments have 

slowed considerably.  ACTION 

will not let us leave for the field 

until we have commitments for 

100% of our monthly salary.  

Currently we are 48% funded, 

which means we still have quite a 

ways to go.  In addition to 

monthly support, ACTION has a 

requirement for prayer support.  

Currently we have 60% of our 

prayer support committed.  

What we still need: 

70 more people to commit 

to long term monthly sup-

port of $50 (or 35 more 

people to commit to $100).   

32 more people to commit 

to long term regular prayer 

support. 

Prayer for protection in 

these last months as we feel 

like Satan is turning up the 

heat. 

Prayer for peace as we live 

out these last months walk-

ing forward only on faith 

that we are following His 

calling. 

You to spread the word!  

Tell others outside GPCC 

about the Micah Project and 

urge them to become sup-

porters.  Micah, along with 

ministries around the world, 

is struggling financially due 

to the economic chaos in 

the world. 

Thank you all for your encour-

agement and love over the last 2 

years.  We are so anxious to go, 

but patiently wait on the Lord‟s 

timing.   

Countdown to Honduras by Natasha Wiggs 
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We are so 

anxious to go, 

but patiently 

wait on the 

Lordõs timing. 

Congratulations to 

Brigette (nee: 
Whisnant) and 

Tim Smith who 

were married on 
May 24 in Port-

land.  The couple 
is now residing in 

Chicago, Illinois. 
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Calendar 
 

June 20 - Menõs Golf Tour-

nament (Contact church of-

fice for details) 

 

June 21 - Baptisms  

 

June 29 - July 3                        
Vacation Bible School             

9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

 

July 5 - Country Sunday at 

Summer Lake Park, 10 am 

 

July 31 - Aug 2 - Church 

Camp Out at Nehalem Bay  

 

  

scheduling for sessions at your 

home.  I have studied elemen-

tary and paraeducation and 

have several years of hands-on 

experience in the classroom, in 

Cub Scouts, and with my own 

children.  Areas of specialty 

include science, history, math, 

geography, and reading instruc-

tion.  I can provide additional 
materials to enhance the learn-

ing experience.  Hourly rate: 

$15.  Call Steve Martinson. 

 

 

Auto Repair Brian Wiggs, an 

ASE certified  mechanic with 

15+ years experience in the 

auto industry, is available to 

repair your vehicle.  Prices are 

very reasonable and the money 

received for labor will go to 

the Wiggs‟ Honduras mission 

fund.  Appointment times are 

flexible and weekdays are  

available.  Please call the church 

office for contact information. 

Bulletin Board 
 

Free Couch - Brown fabric, 

8 feet with recliners on both 

ends.  Contact Rita Dillon. 

 
Mr. Steveõs Tutoring    

Tutoring and homework help 

for elementary and middle 

school students.  Flexible 

Womenõs Retreat 
 

ALL ABOARD!!  The 

Women of Grace Retreat 

2009 is coming so, don't 

miss this opportunity to 

"Come Cruise With Us" at 

Aldersgate Conference  

Center September 25-27, 

and meet this year's speaker, 

Becky Herbst.  Pastor Dale 

Ebel from Rolling Hills Com-

munity Church says, "Becky 

is gracious, insightful, humor-

ous and has the unique abil-

ity to bring the reality of 

Christ to everyday living.  

You will be rewarded and 

motivated as you listen to 
the Spirit of God through 

her." 

  

Cost for the retreat is $135 

($50 holds your spot) and 

scholarships are available.  

See you at the sign-up table 

on Sunday, June 14. 

 


